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Refugee Fact Sheet Series #4: Th? Kurds ~ ‘
.. ‘ ¢ IS M \ A

' \'lé purpose of the .Refugee ‘r:}t Sheet Series is to provide Dackground M:
information on certga.n refugee groups that have recent{y« arrived, and are still \

arfiving, in the United St,ates. Unlike the refugees from Indokirina and the. en-"
trants from the Catibbean,- these refugees have arrived in much, smaller numbers.-

However, they still face many of the same problems with language, education, .
empldymenk, -and-cultural adjustment. |, ’ ’

* Each Fact Sheet "is-divided :l.nto approximately five sections' >
-1, 6 neral Introduction " . ~
2, C ﬂxral Backgrbund . o , ‘
~ ."3.. Educhfional Backg;otmd .7 ) /‘_ . ~
*4. , Implik ations fox; Learning English as a Secgnd Language (ESL) R

M .
Y

oo 5. Imp}ications for Orientation.
'I'he cultural background section of each Fadt Sheet is the@ inclusfvé ft

!
contains info’nnati on the histo‘ry, geography, language, religion, footd values
" .and cust.oms of the specific refugee group -,,
" We wish to ‘thank all of ‘thosé without whose research and assistance w

Would not have‘/ﬁ:; able ‘to put t this Fact Sheet on thé' Kurds together., We are
' "éspecially inHebted to Aly Mahm od ahdr Cherie Mitchell for their help. /
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. The Kurds

i " In the U.S.

L3

The largest gr‘upd‘o%u
"1975 collapse of

went of Iraq.

HIGRLIGHTS

X

rdish refugees fled to Iran after the

eir fourteen-year resistence to ‘the govern—

, &

-4

———

About a thousand of the. former freedom fighters came to the
United States in 1975-76 ahd settled in largest n
Nashville, Tennessee apd Washington, D.C.

entered since.

\.

3w

ers near
Not many ‘have

s . bl

.The Kurds are a. long-established mountain population who live

in the ‘border area of Turkey, Iran, and Iraq.

They speak the‘i\'r'

‘ own Kurdish language, although' they are educated largely in
Turkiah Persian, or Arabic. They are predomiaantly Mus'lims
of the Sunni branch qof Islam.

-

v - < v

From the earliest rec!rds, Kurds have been dominated by other
peoples and often divided by national borders, yet they have .

preserved a high degree of unity in langnage and culture.

After

World War I the Kurdish Population, divided fqr four centuries
between the Turkish and Persian ¢mpires was .further partitioned

among Turkey, Iraa, Irati and Syria.

the regimes have

kurds » who have.

-

‘In each of these countries,

in varying degrees attempted to assimilate the
Asisted the process. )
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I. Introduction R 1 i N ! .

) ?he'homeland of the Kurds includes the point where the boundaries of-

Turkey, Iran and Iraq meet. .The largest number 1ive in southeastern Turkey,

and the next largest group is in Iran, but it is in Irag that they form thé great-
est proportion.ofrthe national population. In addition to these three countries,
a substantial nugber live in’'Syria, and smaller concentrations are)found in the

Soviet Caucasus and Central Asia, in Lebanon, ‘pd in Afghanistan. The three:

.governments controlling the 6230: tracts of Kurdish territory have tende:/}o
ince

underestimate their Kurdish populations--perhaps from wishful thinking,
governments for centuries have found their Kurdish populations a disequilibra—.
ting. element. National elites _have been apprehensive of the independent and
warlike stance of Kurdish tribesmen, as typified by, the most famous Kurd of
history, Saladdin, who made himsel’f master of Egypt in 1171, aaptuxed Jetusalem '
and stalemated the Crusade of Richard the Lion-Hearted. In earlier centuriés i
the, semi-nomadic Kurds generally remained free from interference in their border
crossings or from much law enfor?ement in their Kurdish territories. i
, It 1is abundantly clear that Kurds- co@stitute the second largest ethnic
group in Turkey, Iraq and Syria and are third, (after the Azerbaijanis) in Iran.
Their approximate numbers are dffficult to calculate. Figures giveﬁ by .those g
championing Kurdish causes often differ from those’ given by or deducible from -
statistics reported hy governments.' Even in the ‘Soviet Uniom,-where Kurds are
a clearly recogniﬁed group in Armenia and Georgia, Kurdish nationalist writers
have shown plausible evidence, that in Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan Kurds have
apparently been(re—classified as -being of the majority ''mationality” (the fun-
damental criterion for classifying péopleiin the U.S.S.R.). Being of Muslim

: background,- they do blend in fairly.well there, often intermarry, and are prob-

and .sense of 'ideqtity. - .

o Promoters E%urdhh causes ‘have foutinely run afoul of the governments

they live unaer, even when no open rebellion was involved.. This has produced
a steady trickle of political refugees from Kurdish groups over the past few
- decades, mo ;t of them going to western Europe.

The ma

N or recent Kurdish uprising in Iraq was heavily underwrittten by the
. ﬂ

.Iranian government until Iragdreached a (momentary) understanding with Iraq and
withdrew support for, the rebels in 1975. There then came a mass exodus of Kurds,
many of whom gaveeqatheir struggle and crossed the border into Iran. A few bf

these, about a thousand, were admitted to the U.S. as "Middle “East refugees

' R A

' o

irom late l975 through 1976--the only appreciable group of Kurds ever to enter(
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this country. Jhe largest concentration is-.around Nashville. Tennessee, and .
quite a few are in northern Virginta near Washington\ D.C.; others live in

. North Dakota and California. L ( ) -

.

-
‘

-

«. It seems inevitable that there will be more-Kurdish political refugees, and

that in the,futureethey 'will®be most likely to seek a home in the United States, now’
that there are recognizable pockets of Kurds already here. Whether any sigeable
groups might be able to escape their predicaments in the countrdes,with'large
Kurdish populations mustarematn a matter for speculation.. ~/

L ’ * PR

g II. Cultural Background s I .
g A, Story < ‘. ‘ : - s ) '

”~

-

- The Kukds are widely believed to be the descendants of the é@des of ! :

-

antiquity. The principaf support for this theory ‘is that Kurds gccupy, some of |
the ancient Median terri(ories' but any firm evidence of a directeline of de-.

v

scent is yet to be discovered. What does appear certain is that the ancestors

of the Kurds must have been amdng the horse breeding Aryan tribes that appeared

. on~the Iranian plateau around 900 B.C. -

-0 , :
612 B.C. - A.D. 641 oy - o

After #he conquest of Nineveh in 612 by the Mediah king Uvakhshatta '
(known through the Greeks .as Cyaxeres), the Kurds were a part of the Median ‘!
.then the Persian empires._ Im'general, they were thereafter subject "to "whoever

‘ ruled Iran, although their homelands were, Ehen as{now, often part of a border .
area, so that “some of them—-as boundaries shifted--must have come at times with- . .
in the Roman,Empire or within an independent Armenian kingdom. ) .

‘We do know that the Parthian empire which ruled most of Iran from 114 B C.

. ~to A.D. 226 had a vassal state Gordyene), whose name suggests that it was

. Kurdish. It was located west of Lake Urmia and south of’Lake Van.

= b
- L4 Al .
’

KX 645 - 954 - ; . . .

After the Arab conquest of the Iranian Sassanid empire and the conversion
of the Kurdish areas.to Islar » & mujor concern of the Caliphate»was securing fits
frontier with the Byzantine Empire. Military colonies_of Kurds were established
_mear . .the border. Before this time there had probably been no Kurds in thf’upper T
Eupbrates wntershed, particularly the valley of the Murut River, |

. -V' Al
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951 < 1096 o . w, SO )

f

In: a period of fragmented authority, we begin to meet principalities with

-

Kurdish rulers. There are numerous instances of a Kurdish leader leaving home
to make good elsewhe:e and using his tribal supporters to establish his dominion
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;f- ' . \n other regions- even as Saladdinwiid later %n. * Two uynastib;: however, were -
rohnued in areds that included considerable Kurdish populations. These weye ‘
the Merwanids whosé capital was Diyarbekir in thevupper Tigris valley, and the
Hassanweihids with a realm reaching from 'Kirkuk in Iraq to Hammadan in Iran.

None of the Kurdish-ruled states .had- a‘particularly Kurdish fl;vor°‘ they were

‘

» iall nominally loyal to the Baghdad Caliph, but not necessarily to the "Buwayhid"

* Sultans (Persians ruling from Shiraz) who actually controlled the' Caliph s

. * administrationj the rule of the largely Kurdish principalities was modeled on ’
v, . ) LI
*  that Jf the Caliphate éourt, and they fostered Arabic rather than Kerdish poetry.

' -
»

N 1 ]

. .1096 - 1502 i
This period is.marked by three major incursions by invaders from central ,
Asia who, washed over everything in their way and established strong inperial

, e regimes. However, each time tentralized control was relaxed in more remote

areas, semi-independent feuaal'Kurdish states reappeared. . ¢

= . .
1514 - 1914 , )
' ’ Forqthe next 400 years thé Kurdish population was divided: (approximately
three parts to one) between Ottoman Turkey and $ te Persia--rough}y a10ng the
. present western border of Iran. Kurdish allies of the Ottoman Sultan were set .
~up as va4gnls of the Ottoman Empire, ruling internally autonomOus districts}
v - At least ftve of these were presumably to be considered as sovereiggy states.
" In Persia, also, Kyfdish feudal rulers enjoyed a~-great deal of freedom

. .

from central governnen interférence.
Both empires»made extensive use of Kurdish roops--often’against each’. -
3 ; . other. The pﬁesent—day\Kurds in and near Soviet Turkmenistan and those in '
Afghanistan were settled as military colonies to protect border areas of the
Persian empire. The regiments of Kurdish cavglry organized in 1890 in Turkey - -
| as an instrument of the Sultan's personal power were the final _instang:'e o(f such -
\ y reliance.' A - ! R
| The Kurdish' principalities cultivated literature~and. the arts to a cohsidd
erable extent and developed a sense of Kurdish destiny. “n 1596, Sharaf Knan,
' " “the Emir of Bitlis, composed——in Persian--a history of the Kurds, the Sharafnaua.'
Thé great national epic in Kurdish, the Memozin by Ahmed‘fguni appeared in 1695. "4\\<
"In the nineteenth century the Turkish government 8 desﬁre to extend control f ‘
came in conflict withapparently heightening aspirations of Kurds, and the re-
sult was a series ofp;:;dish "rebellions" put down only with considerable dif-
ficulty. During the 1840 s direct, Turkigh rule was imposed on the Kurdish ‘
" emirates, of which Bitlis was-last to be suppressed Similarly, the autonomx'

of Ardelan in Persia was eliminated in l865. N . '




1920 to Present
\ b} » [y « ; . .
. The 1920 Treaty of Sevres provided for independent Kurdistan; however,

the rise of Musthfa Kemal (the Ataturk), ¥n comjunctdion with the Lausanne
‘treaty of 1923 which left most of the Ottoman Empire's Kurds inside the Turkish
Repnblic, made this an'unfulfilled dream on the part of the Kurdé.- A 1925
League of Nations decision finally added almost all of the largely Kurdish pro—
, vince of Mosul to the new nation of Iraq. Syria also included a Kurdish popula-
tion living aibng ‘the border with Turkey. ) A
- In earlier days the turbulent Kurd; of their frontier regions had been at
times an irritant to both Sultan and Shah, but to the nation<bpuilding Kemalist
Turkey, Pahlavi Iran and independent- Iraq, the divisiveness of their Kurdish
, populations was well-nigh ‘intolerable, !
+ In Turkey, various areas of Kurdistan flared into revolts that were put
down with stern measures, includihg the deportation of restive populations to
central Turkey. After 1938 a-firm 1id was. kept on all manifestations of.
: kurdish identity, not without frequent perfods of actiwe'repression, even as
— laté gs 1973. Until l965 the Kurdish regions were off-limits to all foreigners.
Any specifically Kurdish cultural activity is stilﬂ firmly discouraged- by the
h government
In Iran, after a 1946 uprising, the Shah's: regime attempted to keep the
Kurds settled, superficially modbrnized, and as much as possible homogenized
’ gﬁth other Iranians. There were periodic round-ups of Kurdish activists and.
military'operations against guerilla.movements From 1959 on, the Tehran
government did, however, allow publication of a weekly paper in Kurdish, and it
used the language regularly in radio broadcasts, thus giving some recognition
to the Kurds as a distinct cultural entity. With the overth‘pw of the Shah's
government Kurds looked for more benevolent treatment, but soon found that that
was not to be forthcoming except for some improvements in rural education. To
. the militant Shiite leadership of the Iranian rey’lution the adherence’ of most
. " Kurds to unni Islam raised an additional barrier to accomodation of their
aspiratifns, one that had‘peen o?cxﬂy minor significance before. ¢
In Irad, the rights. of the_Egrdf,tg.autonomy had receivéd international
, recognition in 1922. The initial Iraqi local- I‘anguage law of 1926 ‘provided for
the teaching of Kurdish in the schools. These werelonly the first of numerous
promises which, on paper, gave t(; Kurds almost everything that could besreason-l
-ably expected. Repeatedly, however, cbncessions were not implemented, or were
;}mited to part of the Kurdish-speaking areas, or were othetwise restrained (as
a

llowing Kurdish instruction only in the primary grades). This tantalizing
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; treatment engende;ed continual dissidencéﬁ Kurds were iﬁ reb@ilion a great deal
%etween 1922 and i975. The last rebellion (1974-75) pioducéd a flow of refugees,.
into Iran during hostilities, and also when most of the Kurdish érmj gdve up~the
struggle fol}owin% the withdrawal of Iranian support after the Algiers agreémegtw
of March 5, 1975. At its height, this exodus may have totalied,300,900, of whom
abott three-quarters returned after.things quieted down.u‘Small—scaLe guéfilla N
operations againét the .Iraqi forces-resumed the foilowipg year. (Until 1579
they reé;lved some support from Syria.). The govéinment:of Iraq, fbr its part,'
deported, Kurdish populations from strategic and frontier aréas. ) £

The Kurds of Iraq, dre allowed a degree of national Iife bejond that per-
mitted in neighboring countries, but still ‘of a very limited sort.

)
-

B.  Geography - ' ) , . '

. The terrilory inhabited by Kurds is largely convoluted mountain ranges,
and much of it is inaccessible. "It is cemposed prinéipally of parts of the
Arménian Plateau and eastern Taurus mountains in Turkey-and the ﬁortherﬁ Zagros
mountains o%'the Iran-Iraq border. b | great deal of the terrain consists of
rather barren hillsides with scattered and fairly scrubhy oak forests. .River
valleys in contrast are qufte feptilé, growing many fruit trees and large
quantities of grapes. « )
( The climat;~1s severe. In northern parts of Kurdistan ahd'even rather far'
south in the Zagros range, temperatureé'fall to -20°F in the winter and exceed
100°F in the summer. Much of Iraqi Kurdistan is lesg élevatéd, and although
summers are hot;'it has less climatic variation, supports a denser ﬁopulatioq,

and near the Tigris River 1s much easier for travel and commmication.

Precipitgtion comez ]‘inly in the winter, largely as snow, mostly at high

" altitudes. The Kurdish mountain areas are betlér watered tham adjacent parts
t R + L]
of the”’Middle East, but.the extent of theirx fertile land is too meager to make
them a major agricultural’ region.

. — . '
C. Livelihood . : . ‘ )
Kurds are predominantly a peasant population, depending pri?arily on wheat
and Bq&ley for their subsistence. In somé areas rice will grow well. The

principal cash crop ofg}he region is tobacco. Chickéns are commonly raisgdg

‘and of coyrse as in other Muslim areas, pigs are not. Their flocks of sheep
and goats provide the cheésq §nd yogurt thaﬁ_are their main protein sources,” "
and of course wool and-goat ha{r for cloth. Kurdistan is drastically évifgr?zed—-
but so is most of the rest of the Middle East and -North Africa. ' At the beginning ,
of this century a lérge proportion of the Kurds were namadic or semi-nomadic
pastoralists, but the number of these has sharply q?clined.3 Flocks' are still

-5~ 5) 1

.

1.



4 -

1 ’ , .
moved up to summer pgstures, but their circulation’is much more restricted
than it;used to be. Before 1914 herds were moved to land that was considered
-Eccmmon tribal property, and even back and forth between. Turkish and Persian
territory. Governmental restrictions on pastoral mobility have tended to worsen
the eco}jogical balance. /”\

In recent years there has been heavy migration from the ‘rural Kurdish’areas.
In Turkey as well as Iraq, the oil fields have attracted many Kurdish workers.
The unskilled labor force in.1arge Turkish cities includes a major proportion
of kurds:' A similar situation occurs in Baghdad (Iraq), Mosul (Iraq), Tehran
(Iran3 Some urban Kurds have specialized as bricklayers, butchers, cattle N\
dealers and small traders.

?articularly in the nqrthern and eastern parts of Kurdistan, as ;ell as in
the retinues of feudai leaders, horse raising and horsemanship were tremendously
inmortant Kurdish activities. In some places,/on a much reduced scale, this
still continues as a focus of cultural interest. In most parts-of this area,

however, donkeys have been a much more prevalent means of transportation.
; . -

D. Language ) ey - . :
) The Kurdish language is a relative of Persian (Farsi).”’ Both:belong to the
western half'of the Iranian branch of the Indo-European family of languages
. (and in fact probably to the same subset of Western Iranian 1anguages) While
the recognition of many related words is easy, the two 1anguages.are not clqse

enough to allow immediate understanding. - a ,Vfﬂ

t B .
English and Kurdish,«as fellow members of the Indo-European family, are

remotely related, and some common wordsHN}e still recognizable 'as cognates:

7
.+ bra » 'brother' moder '&ther', dot - 'daughter'
.min . 'me, my' to thou' du- "two' ..
der !'door' - - dem 'tine' naw 'name’
mishk 'mouse’ new 'new' ) . - - .
] Both Persian and Kurdish have borrowed a great many words from Arabic. ]

Many religioys, legal, and economic*kerms are from this sources but Arabic
ulary extepds to all aspects®f life.,

There "are’ two major dialect areas of Kurdish speech, a northwestern and a
S - )

southeastern. The more widely-used northwesfern dialect prewails in Turkey, )
’,
,Syria,'and-the Soviet Caucasus, while the majority of Kurds in Iragq and Iran gre

- speakers of the southeastern type. Writers diSagree as to the degree of differ- ,
ence between the two types of Kurdish——somggfeeling these shouldf’e considered

1
. f - .
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as separate languages with others maintaining that Kurds from either side of
the ‘line can readily communicate with the othet group. (The two areas show .
numerous differences in pronunciation, vocabulary, and even grammarJ One* charac-
- teristic dffference is that-speakers of northwestern Kurdish distinguish az 'I'

‘from min 'me', but in the southeastern area min is used for both ) The northb

western dialects, as would be expected are more influenced by Turkish languages.

The résemblances to Azerbaijani seem to be greater than those to Turkish where

the two are different, indicating that most of the. influence was premodern.

Less expectedly, the northwestern dialects have borrowed some Arabic sounds that
' are not used in the southeastern speech. ‘ y
The southeastern dialect, essentially as spoken in Sulaimaniyah (Kurdish\
Its writ-

4n Irap--
- curtailed‘thbugh these may be. : . K t

In Syria, wheré there was no repression of Kurdish life until 1959, a J

Silémani) has become the standard.for pyblic use.among Kurds in Ir q
ten form of writing has also been utilized. in radio a}nd publicat’n;

~

moderate amount of literature appeared using a generalized northwestern dialect
in a Latin’alphébet with sound values closely following the modern spelling
system for Turkish. Whatever written use of Kurdish exists in Turkey 1is' tlan-

' destine, but it also utilizes this alphabet. It ishvezy/easy for Kurds with any

degree of literacy in\Turkish to read their native language in this form.

Kurdish nationalists have reported that, since the permitted reopening of Koranic l'

schools in Turkey in 1955, the religiouS'teachers in Kurdish viLlages--in addii‘

tion to instructiqn in Arabic and the reading of the Koran-—oftep teach sur-
r
the reading of selections from the major authors of traditional

Kurdish poetry. o oo .k

reptitiously

-In the Soviet Union a standard language was developed based on the northern

western dialect of the Kurds near Erevan‘(the capital of the Armenian Soviet
Soctalist Republic). After some ear}ier ‘experimentation in Arabic and Armenian’
alphabets, -and the use o®a Latin alphabet from 1929 to 1945, a modified Russian

(Cyrillic) alphabet was ‘established. The .government has promoted extensive

publication of books and periodica&z at a press ‘ih Erevan. ‘
Among Kurds, skillful use of 1

reckoned- a significant social asset.

nguage is highly valued. Witty repattee is

The Armegian writer Abovian remarked that!

"Every Kurd, marr or woman, is e‘poet." ) i ‘ -

/)// E. ReligiOn ' ' /,// ' C '
© -~ The mainstream of the,development of Islam has bgen the Sunni tradition,,

to which niost Kurds adhere.
as political claimants of the” right of the descendants of Ali and Fatima (the

’ . .

The other great branch, the Shiites, arose originally

- - ]
-7- .

11 ST

-

:

»

¥




- ) . .
. . .
. . .
v .
N . / . Y A ‘

qo

’.
_ cal, legal, and devotionil differences developed between ‘the two divisions, and

daughter of Muhammadé to be the leaders of Islam. Over the centuries theologi- ! '4\
]
|

the Shiitbs were further split into several sects -When Persid beqhme official-~
ly Shiite at the beginning of the sixteenth century,'Kurds rémained staunchty

@
Sunni.  In Iran this sets them off .sharply from the PErsians, Azerbaijanig, and

Lurs. . " - " "

~ . . .
,

+  In orthodox Sunni circles, four separa e traditions developed irivolving -

“

' differences 1in legal principleé\and ritual practices)(especially purification) .
' The Kurds follow the Shaffi school--originally taught‘in legal circles in
ﬁamasoas. In the Ottoman Empire the Hanafi interpretation--originating in )
Baghdad—-was official by this fact Kurds were somewhat marked off from the TurKs
and from theéir Sunni Arab neighbors of Northern Iraq. (Arabs of southern Iraq

N are largely Shiites ) .. . oLt '

w t Mystically-priented Moslems developed practices designed to make them,aware b
\”: of 4 closeness to God Irr the twelfth cegtury such’ practitioners crystallized !
K a( intb’brganized groups;: usually under an authpritar;an leader (whom we might
'today, op ‘the Indian modely term a guru ) . .

v Tﬂe partiquants are called "sufis" or "dervishes,' and the group$ are

’ usually referred to in Engliah as orders or "brotherhoods,' although the Arahic

-
»

. term for theg literally mgans path.L These brotherhoods, usuglly named for \

-

their founders have bgen influential'in the religious life of almost’ all .
Islamic countries, and they have provided a- focus for mych of religious life

in Kurdistan as well A great many Kurdish ‘men participated ‘at least occasio §€ Z

ly in their observances.~ The ‘path" referred}ko as Naqishbendi is most wide- \
- spread here, even though its prdctices were not introduced among Kurds until
1808--not without ogpositoﬁ from the earller-established Qadfri "path,"” which

L _remains.next: ‘in importance. In Turkey’qhere areé some Kurdish.followers ofPthe
"+ somewhat more modern-orientedfTiJani "path" (whose founder lived until 1815+in .

.. North Africa) : L . . g - -

y' - Sufi teachers who are also descendants” of Muhammad (§Ellﬂ) are considered v

- " the most authpritative. The, locaI .religious 1éader (mela), .often the only
P literate individual in the community, was - traditionally the only~ principal prg—
vider of education- and a‘main link with the outside world. |

.

- . Kurds differ ftam other Middle, Eastern Muslims mos t. sharply in\regard to

the status of women . Kurdish’ women were never veiled except during parts of

the mrriag’er monies‘ they- f’reely associated with men in most social interac-
tions; 1f thete were no obvious qualified male heir,; a woman often assumed tribal
’ . - -

leadership. w T | SR J -

AR
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. . Although ‘rds consider themselves lpyal followers of Islam, their neigh

bors have. of en taken a dim view of their practices and looked on them as  °

B "Moslem"'in name only. s 7" A .’ -\ :
C e . - e * .
N A considergble number of Kurds belong to the Yezidi sect (Daseni in -
oL Kurdish), referred to by their enemies as. "devil worshipers." " They, represent T

ot .a development within Islam which acquired elements from numerous other so\ttr)'ces

s

PR ) . .‘incl’udihg a belief in the reincarmation’ of souls. There remain around 50
- . of ‘this ofteﬁ\persecuted .group in northern Iraq near the Turkish border and :
! . - some :[n Syriac The Kurds of Soviet Armenia and Georgfa are (or were) almost .

. entiréI_y Yezidit‘presumably having moved to the fringe of Kprdish settelment t%

- ’ (?eape the persegutions of the:seventeenth century.

n l-: . : B \t i;‘? ‘
C. . F. Art .- . . 'y il ) .

% ,‘ R - e .

- B Th’e rag weaving of. the Kurds has been the-principal art thgt has attracted

>, ) odtside recognition. Other ‘crafts ‘practiced. include embroidery, leather working,
’ -afd 1netal ornamentation, ﬁZrticularly inlaying en copper. )
. ) ‘. . . . *
..« " G. Food and Dx:ess . ' - Lo
. Boiled wheat (bulghur) is the traditional staple although rite now tgads
?‘: . to be preferred ‘where it is” avai]abl' A t}’pe of wafer bread is’ eaten mostly

for_ breakfast' any kind of grain cooked in whey is considered a Kurdish spe-~ °
—) cialty. Cheese is tnade from.the whole milk, of sheep and gohts and also frpm L ’
. - buttermiIE‘J The slaughter of stock for meat *is limited to special occdsions. I
' . A wide. variety of *vegetables -is Km“with cucumber‘s be.ing particularly common,
. /Melons and orchard frdits are both fairly .pJ,entiful From the extensive""i'ne-

)
yapds' an abundance of raisigs ad a sort of grape jam are p}-oduced Tea is
-2 -

* the usual beverage. \ . ) R

: "; There 1s no single type' of Kurdi’l national ‘costame; mjher considerable

variation is reported from di’fferent areas. Men often wear.a blue silk, turban,_

~
" a red° sash around the waist, and on important occasions, an embroi/c\lered vest. ’)’
There is a Kurdish proclivity for wearing daggers. At least in towns, hoth e
« - +. Turkey. and Iran have tried to prevent the Kurds from wearing ethnically ide,nti- .

fiable garb Man‘y a male v.illager keeps a Western—style ha't to use only wher‘
|
A “about to enter a mark‘town . : , .

‘I'hree generations ago the typical qudish héadgear was a white, conical ’

fel,t hat. In recent times these have been noted as beiﬁgyom nostly by

chlldren. - ‘ { , & .

o b“larriages/a-:e the greatest occasion for celebrations in traditional Kurdisl';_ ’
life.r Weddings are usually scheduled to take place in either spring dr fal]\

+ e} ' ‘ .
o - N e -9- . 1u
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‘é;’ groom 8 residence, ‘she sits quietly veiled in a corner of a room while the

< M . ¢ R I
¥ - -
.

N
- -
[ ”

.

The highlight of the’ observance is a public procession with much fanfare from , :

4

. the home of the bride tp’the home of :the groom. After her entrance into the

. fe

» guests\are feasted outside and engage in many 0 the widg variety of® Kurdish .

- folk dances acdcompanied by their traditional A ic--found "haunting" by most .

P( ALY

estern listeners. . Where the equestrian tradition kept up, there will be g
xhibits o"ﬁorsemanigip. (The signing of th legally binding Islamic mar-

“ord contract occupi on1y an inconspicuous part in the proceedipgs )

The ‘birth of a child -is the occasion for a feast,give& by the parents and

'

their relatives. The birth of a first son recefves the greatest recdognition.

Nowadays, males -are generally circumcised during ‘the first week after birth |

by the local religious leader. In some places a more traditional practice of ‘

circumcising bdys around the age of ten continues. Where this takes place, it

also calls for a. major festivity. ‘ . . t oo - ‘V

Infthe yearly cycle, the most significant event is he observance.of the
“Persian New Year: (Kurdish nwetraz) at the time of the sp ing equinox (March 21).
.It is a period for special fopds, fireworks, dancing, singing, poetry necitation,
and an emphasis on Kurdish tthnicity. (It is also‘issociated éith superstitious
observances imnéure;a for unag;e ensuing year ) Nwerroz far outshines any of
the purely I ic festivals such as the "breaking.up of fasting after the end

of the month of‘Ramadan (during which'no ‘nourishment is to be taken during day~
v light), or the cehebration of the birth of Muhammad (on the twelfth day of the

‘third-month Of the seasonally-shifting Islamic lunar year). ‘The latter is the

most’ rellgiously'briented holiday for Kurds. A great many fKurdish pos have

been written for récitation at that timggﬁo honpr ‘the Prophet and evoke the

.

i,
. Among pastoralists, celebrations wgss traditional at lambing time, before' s

Islamic heritage of Kurdistan. T a . .

the move of thé herds to ‘summer pasture n the mountaims at shéaring time,

‘ and preemingndly, at the time “of

rh to village living in the fall. No
" longer. dgs' 1ife reydlve aroun ’

ctivities, but they still;//;k\the sea-

:» soms in rural areas, and p'owide\ah,opportunity for entertaining.

: ' ' .. . 2 I . ‘
, I Names: | e : . '

s @

Kurdish nameg_are largely of Arébic origin having a religious significance
or belonging to mrominent figures'iﬁlthe é}tly history of Islam. There are

Persian nanes, too mosily those Q{ ‘the hetoes of Persian history and legend. (/”“

Uniquely Kurdish names are relatively few. It is uspally the mother who decides
what name to give thé child.

.
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" _cant redistributional mechanism. - .

« the Kurdish territories.‘

Family names aré not a longstanding tradition among Kurds. Those living
in Turkey, like the rest of their fellbw-countrgmen were obliged to- acquire .
surnames under Ataturk " There and elsewhere the family names most used were .
. driginally designations of tribes df segments of tribes or of geographie loca-

tions’. - 2 -
-~ , .
: . * - ) ~ . \/r . - . .
- J. Social Structure t e A ~ L : e
The tribal organization Jf the Kurds Jvas ;raditionally of overwhelming
importance, -and in rural areas still continues to be a major element of social‘
stability. Each tribe normally had several sub-tribes® made up of’a\number of
local lineages whose households were set up not far from Qne another. Depending
on the area an? the strength of certain feudal leaders, federations of tribes

existed and there were even larger grpupings with a rather vagye sense of

animme.. - . -t ' e

v The mutually\reinfo!!Eng feudal relationship of an agha and his adherents ‘e
tended to become more exploitative in modern.times. .I{ has been the ‘traditional
prerogative of tribal leaders to assign the use of lands considered as’ communal .
property, which was later %ftgﬂ recognized by the government as outright owner-
ship. N . . ’ ) .

They also cdntinued to;receiv% payments for services‘they had ceased pro-
viding to those under them. They no longer realistically furnished a military
-force, por did they i;z)longer have to maintain a contfnual open house de >
“feed 'any of their foXlowers who appeared on the-scene-probabl%'once a signifi-

Each nuclear family it still maintains a close bond to the husband's
lineage, but not of the pervisive nature often found in patrilineal societies.
Arranigements for marriage are usually commenced by an informal engagement be-
tween the couple themselves. Parents can veto' a marriage, and an elopethent would
create a complete SOcial rift, but usually parents go along with, their off- .

spring s\wishes. Even when the new couple lives in the husband's father' s house,

= . ¢
they qnite often set up se%?rate housekeeping and cooking facilities. oo

- » . B ’ ) ’ w
I1I. gdqcational Bacgggoﬁnd/J ! “*:S ’
, 7 .

In contrast-to the prevailing low level of literacy among Kurds, those who

have settled in this count;y are said to possess, in general,.a high school s

education. Whatever education Kurds have obtained h most chses been

<
achieved with great effort. Educational facilities are| nowhere plentiful in

Whete.they do exisf,lclasse have been conducted in
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foreign languages—-'l‘urkish _Persian, or Arabic—-languages asaociated with

oppressors. Even tl;e elementary education in: }(urdish in_ Irag in recent years

" has not béen witl'fout the shadow of attempts at Arabt’zation’

.

a sound like French u.) . e S .

" w T \,' ,E'\ ¥ '
u f oy f . .
lications for Learni English as a Secon uage : :
mp ing Engl : ‘Z‘ﬁ?tgns__a_ .
A. Pronunciation/of Consongnt,s B v‘ i . S ‘

‘ Kurdish has several Jtypes of c&tsonant sounds not used in English, and
pronunciation presents a fomidable h rdle to an American .attempting to master
1t Fortunately, though, there are sjgmds in Kurdish similar to most of the -
Eng.].i.sh coasonan“ts s . s, >, .

Kurdish does lack sounds lik&t e spelled -with th in English--voiceless
as ip thin, voiced as in then. . In -sounds like these are regarded as .
peculiarly tfn—l(urdish Such sQunds aré, however, used in Iraqi Arabic and in

the Classical Arabi;: of Koran reading, and almost all Kurds from Iraq, and the

nearer parts of other ¢ tries Rave leamed to pronounce them, Kurdish I is

quite similar to tife r used 1in argnouncing vegz in England, although quite un-
"1ike American ..’ ’ . .
% s L f\f‘" ' 7

B. Vowels - 3

The Kurdish vdwel system -is much simpler than that of’ English and American ’
vowel sounds .are likel'y to prove a substantial problem in pronunciation,
~ ThePe are five of the vcmelsr'in Kurdish--at an earlier time long .vowels-~

which are qui«te stable in pronuynciation and are to some extent available as

models for English pronunciation. ) \": o .
/ u as in du "two" ho?unlike English do _ .
1 as in si "thirty" not sunlike English see ' "
- as in la '"side': . noe' unlike English la o« Ty
e'as in se 'three" requires 8 final y sound like English say
o as in no "nine" re,quires a final w sound like English know

(In some dialects of northwestg;'wl(urdish o has become u, and u has shifted to

‘
-
" i

The three historically short vowels, u, 1, e, vary a good deal in pronun-

N

ciation according to which syllable of a word they occur in, and what gounds

" come before and after them. %Their prdpunciation also changes from region to °

region more than that of the seét desc bed above.

» u'as in gu '"flower" . "wech asin English full

. -

*
(In ‘Kurdish Kurd has a vowel sound suggesting its older spelling in English
P Iﬁ i} “

,

»
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- ' Koord, vather than the word eurd ) ‘ o (

-y J‘i‘n min "me" , - may be somewhat 1like English Min, but comonly . ,
. - . o - more like Englishmen.
] e as in esp "horse" . ‘commonly similar to English as ‘,.but may wander

towards the vowels of< En'glish cusp o'r chest .

¥ . .
. .
' ‘

Kurds may be expected to 'have problems pronouncing and distinguishing the
English."short" vowels of bit bet, bat, but, as yell as .the vowel of-bought,
a " since there is not a good Kurdish analog for 1it. . ~' ..

\ o . e . :
. G . StresQ‘Patterns . . . o '

Kurdish words gre normally stressed on the last syllsble unless the last
syllable is at in‘f],ectionsl suffix among which is included the indefinite marker

-ek 'a’. There are e ceptions but probably not sufficient variants to prepare
learners ‘for the dizeMms found in Epglish words. . .
D. Gramar .. ) ;
. We will men,t.ion here only a few of the outstanding instances where produc-
d ing mglish according to Kurdish models may cause difficulties ) ; .
1. Kurdish has a multi-purpose connector -i (after a vowel, -.x) that serves

for of, or other English prepositions, and in certain instances for.that (whos

»

;.- which): ) T Ce . .
.. ‘ tishk—i ro.oz' . ' the rays of the sun.
. . ‘ ewre-y ek o , the leader of- the tribe .
em ishe-y. to : ' 4 this deed of yours
kichek-1 chwarde sa ..;a girl of fourteen ye\ars ' N
tewqek-i a tun o a collar of gold
- '+ sebeb-1'em ishe the reasotﬁqr this deed '
- _ ew sheweke=y Serjo that night in Serjo . .
henjir-1 Zengar , f1gs from Sinjar ' o
) pyaweke-y hat o | 3 the -man that ‘arrived <, 7
i In Kurdish t‘his .connector is also used with an adjecr.ive (which follows the
Cnowe): b ,-
minal-i pickuk .o . small children . .
” tire~y rresh . - black grapes '
«  pyawek-1 aza a brave man
. " bayek-i tyng _ " a fierce wind
By taking of to be the equivalent of i, Kurds may b€ led to say grapes of ‘black" . ’
or "a man of brave" or the like. })
v ~ 17
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2. Prossun subjects are used only for emphasis in Khrdish, since the -

inflectional suffixes serve to indicate the meaning: n ) ..
v ; P ‘
Nustim. I slept- . Min nuszt:r .1 sleyt
Kirdf. He did it. A kirdl "He'dia- 1.

3. The normal order in a full Kupdish sentence is: Subject--Object--Verh,
unlike the Subject--Verb--Osject\order of English. ’

_Pyaweke segeke ,,ekuze. *, ™e man is killing the dog. .
. < ' o - . v :‘
To chi\skey?\ What are you doing? |
hY M »

4. >The most extraordinary facet of Kurdish grammar is the fact that the'
suffixes which indicite the actor associated with a transitive verb in past *,
‘tenses dq not no:mally appear on the verb, but on the first majorxr constituent‘

after the'subject. Most typically this is the direct object. Ve

Du helke m khwar&. I ate two eggs.
*Sewek 1 der hena. He brought an apple. ;
Ma m yap weran kird. They ruined my house. ‘ -
It may also be Qanecte& to various.other sentence parts: / 2
Chon tan zani? o “How @id yoe (ail) know? -
Wa man kird. . - We did it that way. -«
. Yekek derga y'da. Someone knocked at the door. f@
Kurr dey hesht. The boy didn't allow it. —~
oo ] .
~ ~ » -, M N
(Other patterns of shifting also occur. Note the example:
Pe yan bakhshi m X\ -They preseﬂted'it to me. .
. ) J
The Xurdish patterns may make for some uncertaintv in the use of the sole EZnglish
suffix showfng subject-verb agreement, the third person 8, or in the appearance
ra -
of redundant subject pronouns; on the other hand, it might serve as the basis
for some insight into the mobility of the English ﬁossessive 8, 3s~in: . The
Mayor of Dublin's hat. . N . 5
4
V.h‘Implications for Orientation a ~

v, .
While the Kurds are by and large a peasant population, those who reach the

'

western world as refugees are likely to be educated, somewhat aware of western

ideas, and braced for the fact thatr almost ,veryone in a country such as the

- \-l4r 1 8 ]

~
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United States habitually does many things considered outrageous in the tradi-
tional Islamic world. " : . \

3

.Approaches to Kurdish refugees would seem to need to be based on two dom— .

plementary séts of undqrstandings first, that they are Mbslems and. in general

deeply commit'ted to their religion; but, second, that they are not Arab, and‘
pot everything one may have read about the customs of Islam can be applied to\
them withopt further refinement. . . \

recr}t is 'also helpful to remember that Kurds are deeply conscious of the re-
8

P ion that has been directed against them in most places where they have

lived, and feel that the attitude of western countries towards their plight has \
\

alternated between neglec and betrayal.
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